INTERVIEW WITH MARGARET GREIG

Who retires from office as President of Glasgow H.E. in March 1998

Margaret
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How long have you been in the H.F?
Since 1980

Is the H.F. the only waiking club you have been
with?
Is there any other?

is the M.F a better ciub now than
whan you first joined?

That guestion Is similar to ‘have you
stopped beating your wife?' It's
different...Munro mania has struck the
club, myself included...the club is
more adventurous in terms of using
ice-axes and crampons - we venture
further at week-ends - and | feel
overall skills are higher - | maybe
wrong - but the club has always had
very experienced and skilled leaders
imembers. Winter skills week-ends
and map/compass classes are more
cormmon, also individual members are
taking courses oulwith the club. |
consider the club reflects what is
happening in hitl-waiking circles overall

You have completed the Munros once; would you
dizsagree with folk who say there Is more to waiking
than Munros?

Yes, thera's Carbetts!! The club functioned very well
before ‘Mupros® - not evaryone wants to be a
Munroist therefore, hill-walking covers many
differant interest for different folk.

Waould yous agree that walking can be a bit seifish,
considering the time spent away lrom home?

Yes, An understanding partner Is essentlal If
hillwalking regularly, and week-ending. It can
damage youwr social life outwith hillwalking if care is
not takenl! - j.e. | have to leave this parly early I'm
hillwalking tomorrowt

You have walked in Europe, can you tell us where?
Yes, with other H.F. membeys - in Chamonix and
Zermatt - climbing Mont Blanc and the
in addition to other mountains, using
and climbing oYer glaciers, brilliant
all this years ago! Also around Zee
my owrn.

Our past-fime provides us with
can you recall a day that sm
memory? ‘
Many brilliant memories « which one =7 It is usually
the ‘exciting’ ones that stand aut, e.g. After climbing
Ben Kilbreck, s;tooﬁng along the road o climb Ben
Hope - then caught In a violenl electrical storm -

we retumed to the Crask Inn our abode, late for
dinner, being in the bad books we were 1o have cold
meal salad and chips only..unfortunately the chip
pan went on fire and caused a reasonably serious
fire in the kitchen, and smoked out the dining room
- No serlous damage done however - since the
kitchen had been just 'done up” - all tiling! Another
time...A beautiful October day climbing
Squrr Choinnich and Sgurr a’Chaorachain
we were pulled along to include Maoile
Lunndaldh - needless to say walking a
LONG way back on & crisp, frosty moon
shining evening, with biue- dark shadows
fooming around..we finally stopped
outside ‘Gertry’s Hostel' at around 11.00
frightened’ to go In, because a stalker had
toid us earfier in the day that Gerry had
chased a smoker up the road - a long way
since my companion was & smoker she
wouldn't go in! If | tell you that on both
occasions | was walking with Doreen
: YOu remamber her - you'll
Jast Munro wss also
absolurety

2nd jast Munro who then inv
owmsalnhrlooﬂngdﬁ

melochlntho!flmgbbatsl .
was t as magnificent we climbed the fo

, the Saddle and Sgurmr na Sgine.. mThanks
f h!orjaphmgme d

Having asked that one, where Is your @voume spot
in Scotland?

Forsantlmemarmasons nhastobenawardeman
Loch Lomond and Ben Lomond.

the various

-swewuesandleadersputlmomuub 1 have felt

praud fo say | was the President of Glasgow H.F.

up with '\vhals happening” mcentfy ‘into’
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computers..dying to 'surf the net’ - maybe write
down a few memoirs for fun - enjoy 'things’
geographical..(whatever that means) - and
grandchildren come into it too!

What sort of music do you enjoy?

| used to be a folk music bulf - still enjoy it but Eddy
Gaughin Is not Jimmy MacGregor! | have peasant
instincts and enjoy music with rhythm -Latin, Greek,
Russian, Caribbean, African. | also enjoy classical -
o be honest usually the most popular - the 'four
tenors have really brought a lot of people into the
classics.

Do you think the club goes into the year 2,000 in
good shape?

Yes | do. The who e scene has changed, and is
changing all the time, there are some excellent
members who | have no hesitation in saying will
continue the activities of the ciub in a manner in
which the founding members would be proud,
Sometimes change is difficull to accept, all change
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is not automatically good, mistakes have been and
will be made - but overall the learning curve is’
upwards! The growing number of hillwaikers has
brought about a much higher awareness of safety -
no doubt increasing E.C. legisiation on safety
matters will tighten up some practises - we see
already the growing necessity for insurance cover -
we have excellent insurance cover from H.F.
Holidays Limited, but previously probably no one
thought about it - but “I'l SUE you" philosophy is
alarming some clubs.

Do you use a trekking pole?

Yes, sometimes iwo. | noticed in the Alps that most
of the guides (young ones too) all used poles to
‘preserve’ their knees -sounded good to me.

Is there any advice you would pass onto your
successor

Since my successor is Alice Galletly | think not,
Alice has so much experience herself doing such
excellent work as Sunday Secretary. Just enjoy the
experience - .




